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From the Chairman 

Welcome to this edition of the EuroExpert e-bulletin. EuroExpert started the second half of 
2022 with a change in Presidency from the Czech Republic to Germany. Willi Schmidbauer, 
President of our member, Bundesverband öffentlich bestellter und vereidigter sowie 
qualifizierter Sachverständiger e.V. (BVS), took over in a challenging period. EuroExpert 



held its first in-person General Assembly since 2019 in Brussels and could look back on a 
very successful year including a positive outlook for 2022 and 2023.   

We see that experts in Europe restart a variety of initiatives. We and our partners have 
started to deliver the first results in the Project Findex II, co-funded by the European Union. 
Participants from many European countries give positive input to the different working 
groups. Some first results are published in this e-bulletin. A contribution from Austria makes 
clear that this also includes the experts working for courts. We look back on the Expert 
Congress in Montpellier where we have learned that experts have to prepare for new ways 
of work and look forward to the German Expert Day on the 17th and 18th November in Berlin. 
As ever contributions for future editions are welcome. 

  

Dr Matthias Rant, Chairman 
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European Commission publishes EU 

Justice Scoreboard 2022 – Digital 

Expert Evidence still needs more 

consideration 

 

 

  

  

The EU Commission published the Scoreboard 2022 in 
May. At its 10th anniversary and for the second time, the 
Scoreboard gives information of how advanced judicial 
authorities manage the digital transformation. The figures 
show that experts can be heard by distance 
communication technology in nearly all types of cases and 
EU Member States. Different from notaries and lawyers 
still no data has been provided on the availability of secure 
electronic communication between courts and experts for 
giving evidence.  

 

  

Why court experts are important for 

the rule of law – A view from Austria 
 

 

  

  

A well-functioning judiciary is the foundation of a well-
balanced society. In our day and age, it has also become 
a guarantee - making sure not only that violations of the 
law are sanctioned but also, and equally important, that 
legal and economic differences are balanced. In a multi-
strata society and an innovative economy, these will 
always arise and have to be resolved. Impartial institutions 
which can be relied upon are needed to reconcile or 
reduce differences. In the final analysis, this is the role 
which the independent judiciary is playing. However, on its 
own, the independent judiciary is not in a position to deal 
with, let alone decide in complex subject matters from 
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various technical fields, for example business, technology 
or science. 

In our judicial system, it usually requires court experts to 
assist judges in getting the correct impression of the 
context as well as of the consequences a situation in 
dispute comes with. 

There is no doubt that such experts called in by the courts 
must not only be absolutely independent, but also have 
excellent training. Furthermore, they must also ensure that 
they have the specialist knowledge required in the cases 
on hand. 

  
  

Find an expert II – WP2 Convergence 

work national registers – Update 
 

 

  

  

Three working groups were formed to achieve the 
objectives set out in WP2: 

- Define minimum criteria for a person to qualify as a 
  “judicial expert”, in terms of competence, 
  specific knowledge on procedural rules and ethics; 

- Define standards to be met by bodies in charge 
  of keeping experts’ directories in each member State;  
  Provide specification and business plan for the 
  creation and operation of the European register of 
  judicial experts. 
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Find an expert II – WP3 

Nomenclature convergence – Status 

report 
 

 

  

  

Alongside the Findex II project and its action plan 
(timeline) the task specifically assigned to Working 
Package 3 has been to develop a draft set of 
nomenclature, that will serve as a harmonized set of 
categories of fields of expertise. As the project also 
foresees the installation of a demo-IT-tool (search engine), 
where judicial experts shall be listed and found, the main 
achievement of Working Package 3 lies in the definition 
of a nomenclature as much as compatible with existing 
nomenclatures in Member States, that will allow for the 
search engine to smoothly frame existing definitions of 
areas of expertise and therefore to support the efficient 
search of the proper judicial expert. According to the 
project’s outset, six Pilot Member States will start to be 
engaged in the application of the demo-IT-tool (search 
engine).  

 

  

Effective justice – Common conditions 

for transferring criminal proceedings 

between EU countries 
 

 

    

The EU-Commission announces an upcoming 
adoption on common conditions for transferring 
criminal proceedings between EU countries. This 
initiative seeks to put in place common rules for 
transferring criminal proceedings between EU 
countries. By establishing common conditions under 
which criminal proceedings initiated in one EU 
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country may be transferred to another, the 
Commission aims to make criminal proceedings more 
efficient and improve the administration of justice in 
the EU. In case of an adoption it will be interesting to 
see how expert evidence would be considered.  

  

Source: European Commission 

 

 

 

  

EU Commission presents draft act for 

technical and administrative details of 

the e-CODEX system 
 

 

  
  

The e-CODEX system has been developed to facilitate the 
cross-border electronic exchange of data for judicial 
cooperation. Regulation (EU) 2022/850 sets the legal 
framework for the e-CODEX system and ensures its 
governance in eu-LISA (the EU Agency for the 
Operational Management of Large-Scale IT Systems in 
the Area of Freedom, Security and Justice). The initiative 
aims to draw up the technical and administrative details 
for the e-CODEX system and its transfer to eu-LISA. This 
draft act is open for feedback not later than 2nd December 
2022. 
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The Future Expert – a robot? - 

CNCEJ organised 21st Congress in 

Montpellier 
 

 

    

After 2016 in Strasbourg the Conseil National des 
Compagnies d'Experts de Justice held its 21st Congress 
on the 7th and 8th October in Montpellier. Main topic was 
the future of experts in a world of artificial intelligence. Will 
robots one day be endowed with such intelligence and 
knowledge that they will supplant scientists, researchers, 

professors, experts? This essential question was discussed 
with experts, representatives of justice and universities. 
The Congress was an excellent event to get informed 
about current developments experts are facing in the 
world of Artificial Intelligence.  

 

The Role of Experts for Justice in 

France 
 

 

  

  

The role of Experts in court in France is determined by 
law. Being appointed by the judges his role contributes 
essential values to Justice. A view from France.  
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German Expert Day in Berlin 
 

 

  

  

The Bundesverband öffentlich bestellter und vereidigter 
sowie qualifizierter Sachverständiger e. V. (BVS) 
organises the German Expert Day on the 17th and 18th 
November in Berlin. Main topic is the climate protection 
and the challenges for experts. One key topic will be a 
report on the Findex II-Project. 
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